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were to be found fighting with dash and heroism.
Their spirit and martial prowess in the course of
the centuries had become traditional.
It was in this environment that Reza Shah was
bora in March, 1878. His father, Abbas-AlfKhan,
was an officer of high rank, being the commander of
the famous Safad-Kouhi Regiment, recruited entirely
from the district. This Seventh Regiment of Military
Scouts of the Fourth Brigade had the same social
standing as the Brigade of Guards in England, and
the family's connection with it was a long and
honourable one- Reza Shah's grandfather, Morad-
Ali Khan, had been a captain in the same corps
and had died upon the field of battle in the siege of
Herat in 1856.
Reza Shah's father died when his son was yet
young, and the responsibility of this future king's
education fell to the lot of his paternal uncle,
General Nasrollah Khan, who commanded the
brigade of which the Safad-Kouhi Regiment formed
a part.
In accordance with the traditions of the family,
Reza Shah was educated upon military lines, and
in 1900 entered the Persian Cossack Brigade. His
abilities won for him speedy promotion, and eventually
he became Commander of the Independent Cossack
Corps. He was called upon for service in all parts
of Iran, and in February, 19121, he became Com-
mander-in-Chief. Two months later the functions of
the Minister of War were added to his other duties.
Shortly afterwards he became Prime Minister, and
Iran was shortly to become a nation.